
EDWARDS-KNOX HIGH SCHOOL 
2018-19 COURSE CATALOG 
 
EDWARDS-KNOX CENTRAL SCHOOL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO WITHDRAW, CANCEL, OR MODIFY ANY COURSE IN THIS CATALOG. 
SOME COURSES MAY NOT BE OFFERED. 

 

ENGLISH
 
English 9  
Grade: 9  Credit: 1 Unit 

There are several primary focuses to this level of instruction. One goal is for students to become proficient in reading and 

writing at this grade level and another is to prepare them for success in college and careers.  The 9th grade English 

curriculum will focus on the new English Language Arts Common Core Standards in the areas of: reading, writing, 

speaking and listening, and language. Students will read a variety of literature to include short stories, plays, novels, and 

nonfiction pieces and be exposed to many activities which will enhance student reading, writing, speaking, and test taking 

skills. 

 
English 10  
Grade: 10  Credit: 1 Unit 

In English 10 the students read a number of novels, plays, short stories, and poetry.  Other activities include listening for 

Regents preparation, projects, research, essays (including 3-4 Regents essays), speeches, and presentations.  Students 

should begin to demonstrate an ability to comprehend and make judgments on upper level reading assignments in novels, 

short stories and poetry.  Students will be expected to demonstrate an ability to write on many levels, including formal and 

creative.  This class requires a lot of reading and class participation.  Daily homework is assigned and students are 

expected to come to class on time and prepared.   

 
English 11 CC 
Grade: 11  Credit: 1 Unit 

The focus is American Literature, studying such authors as John Steinbeck, Mark Twain, Arthur Miller, Richard Wright, 

James McBride, and F. Scott Fitzgerald.  Several novels and plays, along with short stories and poetry, are all studied.  

Intensive writing is built into the class with the main emphasis on the essay style required for the High School English 

Language Arts (Common Core) Regents which is given at the completion of English 11 CC.  Document-based writing, 

analysis of factual material, and analysis of literary pieces in terms of literary techniques are the skills that are 

emphasized. Passing an additional final exam is also required for the successful completion of this course. 

 
English 12 
Grade: 12  Credit: 1 Unit 

Seniors choosing to take Regular English 12 will be exposed to literature and writing that will be a foundation for any 

entering the workforce upon graduation.  Students will read contemporary authors such as Picoult, Bradbury, Crutcher, 

Grisham and others.  Additionally, students will focus on some of the classics that may include Shakespeare and Chaucer.  

Students will be required to give speeches of various lengths and subjects.  Vocabulary and grammar skills will be 

regularly improved upon through writing assignments, presentations and quizzes.  The final exam for this class will be in 

the form of either a project and presentation or a written exam including grammar, reading-comprehension and essay 

questions.  

 

College English 12  
Grade: 12  Credit: 1 Unit 

Seniors choosing to take College English 12 will be exposed to literature and writing that will be a foundation for any 

entering college.  Students will read classical authors such as Shakespeare, Chaucer, Leroux and Dumas, as well as 

contemporary authors such as Picoult and Bradbury.  Students will be required to give speeches of various lengths and 

subjects.  Vocabulary and grammar skills will be improved upon through presentations, writing assignments and quizzes.  

Additionally, students will be required to write research papers using MLA style documentation methods.  The final exam 

will be a 10 page research paper using proper documentation methods. Students will have the option to earn 3 or 6 college 

credits for this class through Paul Smith’s College. The cost would be $120 or $240. Fee is subject to change. 

  



HISTORY 
 
Global History & Geography 9  
Grade: 9  Credit: 1 Unit 

This course provides 9th grade students with the opportunity to study other nations and their cultures within a framework 

that is designed to develop a global perspective. This approach aims to cultivate in students knowledge, skills, and 

attitudes needed to function effectively in a world characterized by ethnic diversity, cultural pluralism, international and 

domestic violence, and increasing interdependence. 

This course of instruction covers a chronological framework of world history from the river valley civilizations to the 

French Revolution. Major world regions that are the basis for this course of instruction include: the African subcontinent, 

East Asia (China, Japan), Eastern Europe (Russia), Latin America, the Middle East, South & Southeast Asia, and Western 

Europe.  

 

Global History & Geography 10  
Grade: 10  Credit: 1 Unit 

This course provides 10th grade students with the opportunity to study other nations and other cultures within a 

framework that is designed to develop a global perspective. This approach aims to cultivate in students, knowledge, skills 

and attitudes needed to function effectively in a world characterized by ethnic diversity, cultural pluralism, international 

and domestic violence, and increasing interdependence. Course of instruction covers a chronological framework of world 

history from the French Revolution to current world events. Major world regions that are the basis for this course of 

instruction include: the African subcontinent, East Asia (China and Japan), Eastern Europe (Russia), Latin America, the 

Middle East, South & Southeast Asia, and Western Europe. Regents Exam in Global History & Geography is given to 

most students at the end of their 10th grade year. 

 
US History & Government  
Grade: 11  Credit: 1 Unit 

One major goal of the State social studies curriculum, K-11, calls for students to learn about the structure and functions of 

governments and learn how to take on their roles as citizens.  Students should understand those basic principles and the 

cultural heritage that supports our democracy so that they can become informed, committed participants in our 

democracy.  This core curriculum gives examples that describe how individuals and groups throughout history have 

challenged and influenced public policy and constitutional change.  These examples and this course of study should help 

students understand how ordinary citizens and groups of people interacted with lawmakers and policy makers and made a 

difference. This core curriculum is organized into 11 historical units.  The State Regents examination for United States 

History and Government will be based on the content drawn from the following units: Studying for Success, Geography 

and American History, From Earliest Times to Independence, Our Constitutional System of Government, The 

Constitution Tested, America Industrializes, A Changing America, America Reaches Out, Prosperity Depression and War, 

America in Uncertain Times, Contemporary America. 

 
AP US History 

Prerequisite: Teacher approval/recommendation from Global 10 teacher 

Grade: 11  Credit: 1 Unit 

The AP U.S. History course is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to 

deal critically with the problems and materials in U.S. History. The program prepares students for intermediate and 

advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by introductory college courses. 

Students should learn to assess historical materials—their relevance to a given interpretive problem, reliability, and 

importance—and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship. An AP U.S. History course 

should thus develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present 

reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format. 

This course is designed for students who want to challenge themselves academically in History and are willing to commit 

a considerable amount of time to studying and preparing for class each day.  This class will start with a summer reading 

assignment due on the first day of school.  In addition to preparing for the AP Exam students must take the U.S. History 

and Government Regents exam. 

 
Participation in Government  
Grade: 12  Credit: .5 Unit 



Students studying participation in government in grade 12 will experience a culminating course that relates the content 

and skills component of the K-11 social studies curriculum, as well as the total education experience, to the individual 

student’s need to act as a responsible citizen. 

Course content will: be interdisciplinary, for it will be drawn from areas beyond the defined social studies curriculum; will 

include life experience beyond classroom and school; be related to problems or issues addressed by students, i.e., content 

in the form of data, facts or knowledge may vary from school to school, but real and substantive issues at the local, State, 

national and global levels will be integrated into the program; be in the form of intellectual processes or operations 

necessary to deal with data generated by problems or issues addressed, i.e., the substance of the course. Defining, 

analyzing, monitoring, and discussing issues and policies is the fundamental participatory activity in our classroom.

 
Economics and Economic Decision Making  
Grade: 12  Credit: .5 Unit 

The study of economics in grade 12 will provide students with the economic knowledge and skills that enable them to 

function as informed and economically literate citizens in our society and the world.  The course is designed to be used 

with all students, emphasizing rational decision making, and encouraging students to become wiser consumers as well as 

better citizens.  Teacher will provide for different student needs by selecting appropriate instructional materials and 

learning strategies. 

 
Model OAS  
Grade: 11-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

Model OAS, or Model Organization of American States, is a half-year elective course that allows students to develop 

leadership, public speaking skills, negotiation, research and more through the rigorous study and discussion of current 

events and issues facing the western hemisphere. The course culminates with a meeting of the Model Organization of 

American States at SUNY Plattsburgh in late May or early June, where students will have the chance to put what they 

learn to the test as they debate resolutions and negotiate with students from throughout the north country. MOAS is 

designed for juniors and seniors and can be taken for college credit twice through SUNY Plattsburgh. College credit (3 

credits) fee was $400 in 2016-2017. 

 
AP Psychology 

Grade: 11-12  Credit: 1 Unit 

AP Psychology is a rigorous course taught at a college level that focuses on the study of the human mind and human 

behavior. Students should expect to complete reading assignments and study on a daily basis. The AP Psychology 

curriculum encompasses 14 subfields of psychology. These subfields include the History of Psychology, Psychological 

Research, Neuropsychology, Sensation and Perception, Sleep and Consciousness, Learning and Cognition, 

Developmental Psychology, Personality, Abnormal Behaviors, Social Psychology, and more. The course is open to 

juniors and seniors, as well as sophomores on a case by case basis, who have a strong background in both social studies 

and science.  

 

MATHEMATICS 

Algebra I  
Grade: 9-10  Credit: 1 Unit 

Topics covered in the Algebra I domain for high school mathematics includes, as well as the corresponding percent of 

credits on the Algebra I Regents Exam: 1.Number & Quantity, (2%-8%) 2.Algebra, (50%-56%).Functions, (32%-

38%).Statistics & Probability, (5%-10%). 

 

Geometry 
Grade: 9-12  Credit: 1 Unit 

Topics covered in the Geometry domain for high school mathematics includes, as well as the corresponding percent of 

credits on the Geometry Regents Exam: 1., (27%-34%) 2., Right Triangles, and Trigonometry, (29%-37%)., (2%-

8%).Geometric Properties with Equations, (12%-18%).Measurement and Dimensions,(2%-8%).with Geometry.(8%-

15%). 

 

Algebra II  
Prerequisite: Geometry course and Geometry Regents exam 

Grade: 10-12  Credit: 1 Unit 



This third year Regents course focuses on functions and algebra. Other topics include but are not limited to sequences and 

series, trigonometry, probability and statistics, and complex numbers. Applications are emphasized. The Algebra II Exam 

is taken in June. 

 
Precalculus            

Prerequisite: Algebra II course and Algebra II Regents exam 

Grade: 11-12  Credit: 1 Unit 

A study of algebraic, numeric, and graphical representations of polynomial, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric 

functions with transformations and applications. Local final in June.  

 
College Algebra 
Grade: 12  Credit: 1 Unit 

This course will start with a review of basic algebra (factoring, solving linear equations and inequalities, etc.) and will 

introduce various functions to include polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic and radical functions. Techniques of 

graphing these functions will also be explored. Additionally, students will study systems of equations. Students will 

receive 3 college credits from Paul Smiths College upon successful completion of the course. Cost $120. Fee is subject to 

change. 

 
Advanced Placement Statistics 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of 2 years of HS level Algebra 

Grade: 12  Credit: 1 Unit 

The course will cover basic concepts and methods in probability and statistics. Topics include descriptive statistics, 

probabilities of events, random variables and their distributions, sampling distributions, estimation of population 

parameters, confidence intervals and hypothesis testing for population means and population proportions, chi-square tests. 

Students will study the major concepts & tools for collecting, analyzing, & drawing conclusions from data.  The four 

broad conceptual themes are: exploring data, planning study, anticipating patterns, & statistical inference. A graphing 

calculator will be provided.  This is an Advanced Placement course that prepares the student to take the AP Statistics 

exam.  Advanced credit, when available. 

 
Business Math 
Grade: 9-12  Credit: 1 Unit 
Business Mathematics is a one-year course of which students learn to use mathematics effectively as a tool in their 

personal and business lives. After students have completed this course, they will be able to apply mathematical concepts 

in various personal and business situations. This course may be used to meet the mathematics requirements for graduation. 

 
Fundamentals of Math  
Grade: 11-12  Credit: 1 Unit 

This course should be taken if you plan to go to college and haven't taken a formal math class in several years.  It will 

prepare you for college level mathematics. The course uses varying contexts, focusing on situations and techniques 

meaningful to college students, to promote mathematical problem solving, critical thinking, and writing skills. Topics 

include numeracy, proportional reasoning, algebraic reasoning, and modeling mathematical relationships.  This is a dual 

enrollment course through JCC, course 098.  There is no college credit or cost for this course. 

  
SCIENCE

 

Living Environment     

Grade: 9  Credit: 1 Unit 

Living Environment is the science course taken during a student’s 9th grade (freshman) year at EK. The exception being if 

a student is in the advanced science program at EK they take Living Environment during their 8th grade year. This course 

involves the study of life processes, cells, biochemistry, human body systems, immunity, reproduction & development, 

genetics, evolution, and ecology. Projects, laboratory experiences, including laboratory design, as well as more traditional 

instructional approaches are used to develop the concepts in this course.  

 

 
Earth Science    
Grade: 9-10  Credit: 1 Unit   



INTRODUCTION: The concepts presented in this course will increase your knowledge of the physical world you live in. 

You must make an effort to observe the world around you throughout the year.  Start to notice things like the daily motion 

of the sun, look up at the sky at night and notice the stars as well as the position of the moon.  Pay attention to the weather 

and look around at the country side as you travel from place to place over this next year.  Being observant outside of the 

classroom will help you to understand concepts inside the classroom. COURSE OUTLINE: Throughout the year we will 

study these topics: Introduction, Dimensions of the Earth, Astronomy, Meteorology, Climate and Water Cycle, 

Weathering, Erosion & Deposition, Minerals & Rocks, Earthquakes & Earth’s Interior, Dynamic Crust, Earth’s History 

 
Chemistry 
Grade: 10-11  Credit: 1 Unit 

Chemistry is the study of the nature of matter and the changes that matter undergoes.  The following topics will be 

covered during the year: atomic concepts, bonding, the periodic table, moles and stoichiometry, physical behavior of 

matter, kinetics and equilibrium, organic chemistry, oxidation and reduction, acids, bases and salts, and nuclear chemistry.  

The Regents examination given at the end of the year assesses students on their comprehension of classroom topics and 

laboratory activities. 

 
Anatomy and Physiology  
Grade: 10-12  Credit: 1 Unit  

Anatomy and Physiology is a course intended for students who have successfully completed Living Environment and are 

currently taking or have successfully completed Chemistry. This course is intended as a college preparatory class for 

students exploring pre-nursing, pre-medicine, allied health fields or those with a deep interest in anatomy/physiology (The 

Human Body). Instruction emphasizes the interrelationship of body organ systems and the body as a community of 

interdependent parts.  Anatomy and Physiology investigates the structure and function of the human body systems. The 

course features a laboratory-based learning environment where students discover knowledge through discussion, 

dissection, reading, computer simulation, presentations and examination. Potential course dissections include: rats, frogs, 

cow eyes, sheep brains, perch, earthworms and sheep hearts. In addition, many body system studied will culminate in the 

viewing of the Anatomy for Beginners DVD series (with parent permission) that shows the dissection of selected human 

body system on a real human cadaver!!!! See Mr. Pickering with any questions about this exciting science elective at 

EK!!!! College credit is possible through SUNY Potsdam’s College in High School Program (3-4 credits) fee was $125 in 

2017-2018.  

 
Physics  
Grade: 11-12  Credit: 1 Unit 

Physics is the study of the physical world and the fundamental laws of nature.  The following topics will be covered 

during the year: mechanics, motion in a plane, energy, internal energy, electricity and magnetism, wave phenomena, 

modern physics, and nuclear energy.  The Regents examination given at the end of the year assesses students on their 

comprehension of classroom topics and laboratory activities. 

 
Advanced Placement Biology  
Grade: 12  Credit: 1 Unit 

AP Biology is a rigorous and demanding course, which is the equivalent of an introductory college biology course 

including laboratory. Content will be covered in depth and a great expectation will be placed on data interpretation and 

analysis. A significant amount of studying must be completed at home to allow time for discussion, labs, and inquiry 

during class time. It will also be expected that students will be able to access electronic information and download/upload 

files sent via email. Students desiring to take AP Biology must pass Regents Chemistry and the associated state 

examination before being allowed to enroll in this class. AP Biology is a senior level course and is often taken 

concurrently with Regents Physics or Anatomy and Physiology. The new AP Biology curriculum encompasses 4 ‘big 

ideas’, with Essential Knowledge and Process Skills that support each one. These big ideas are as follows: 

Big Idea 1: Evolution – the process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life  

Big Idea 2: Cellular Processes (Energy and Communication) – Biological systems utilize free energy and molecular 

building blocks to grow.  

Big Idea 3: Genetics and Information Transfer – living systems store, retrieve, transmit, and respond to information 

essential to life processes 

Big Idea 4: Interactions – Biological systems interact and these systems and their interactions possess complex properties. 

 

 
Engineering Research & Design 
Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 
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This course is designed to engage upper level science students interested in considering a college major in engineering 

through a series of project-based learning activities. Students will be acquainted with the major fields of engineering and 

with diverse functions engineers perform. 

 
Ecology  
Grade: 10-12  Credit: 1 Unit 

Ecology is a course intended for students who have successfully completed Living Environment and are currently taking 

or have successfully completed Chemistry. This course is intended as college preparatory class for students exploring 

careers in the field of environmental studies. Instruction will emphasize the interrelationship of living and nonliving 

elements of the environment.  This course will focus on information and skill sets that are vital for future careers/studies 

in a wide variety of environmentally related fields such as: forest management, lake/pond management, zoology, park 

management and many more. The course will include two book studies: Winter World and Summer World by Bernd 

Heinrich an environmental writer and college professor. Topics covered in this class will include but are not limited to 

animal behavior, ecological interactions, population growth measures, plant anatomy & physiology and lake & pond 

management practices See Mr. Pickering with any questions about this exciting science elective at EK!!!! College credit 

possible through SUNY Potsdam’s College in High School Program (3-4 credits) fee was $125 in 2017-2018.  

 

 

LANGUAGE 

 
Spanish I  
Grade: 9  Credit: 1 Unit 

Students will continue to learn basic Spanish vocabulary, grammar, and culture.  Students will explore a variety of topics 

including sports, health, recreational activities, travel, culture, and the arts.  Students will also begin to prepare for the 

District Assessment, which will be delivered at the end of the year.   

 
Spanish II   
Grade: 10  Credit: 1 Unit 

Students will begin to learn advanced Spanish vocabulary, grammar, and culture.  Students will explore a variety of topics 

encompassing the Spanish-speaking world such as travel, food, telecommunications, leisure activities, culture, and the 

arts.  Students will also continue to prepare for the District Assessment, which will be delivered at the end of the year. 

 

Spanish III  
Grade: 11  Credit: 1 Unit 

Students continue learning Spanish at an advanced level.  Students continue to explore a variety of topics encompassing 

the Spanish-speaking world.  Level III students will take the Spanish B assessment at the end of the year.  A passing grade 

in the course is required for Regents credit and high school credit. 

 
Spanish IV     
Grade: 12  Credit: 1 Unit 

Spanish IV is an advanced and rigorous course equivalent of a first year college course (Spanish 101, 102, 103). The core 

focus of the course is on the progressive mastery of skills pertinent for advanced communication and development of 

cultural understanding in the target language. Course affords students extensive insight and knowledge of the Spanish-

speaking world as various academic and cultural topics are explored and reflected upon. This is an elective course offered 

to students.  Colleges may omit foreign language requirements for students who take level IV in high school. If this 

course is offered it will be an online format. 

 

BUSINESS 

 

Career and Financial Management  
Grade: 9-12  Credit .5 Unit 

This course is required by NYS as part of every career and technical education (CTE) program and can be scheduled as an 

elective for any student. The course will provide students an introduction to several fundamental business and career skills 

and provide instruction on strategies for successfully managing them in our ever changing society. Areas of focus include: 

organizational skills required for success in high school, college and life, selection of an appropriate career that meets 
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your interest and personal strengths, the job application process including how to prepare for the formal interview, basic 

elements of the business world that impact your everyday life (budgeting, borrowing/credit cards, insurance, bank 

accounts/debit cards/other banking services, housing, purchasing goods and services), the relationship of government and 

economics and their impact on everyday life, and the impact of technology on society, and an introduction to basic 

technology skills (hardware and software) required for success in high school, college, the workplace and life in general. 

This course will act as an introduction to many exciting high school level business and technology courses, and for 

attending vocational programs at SWT (BOCES). 
 
College Finance & Readiness 
Grade: 12  Credit: .5 Unit 

This course is aimed towards seniors, but any student who is interested in attending college will benefit from this course. 

Topics include financial aid (FAFSA), scholarships/grants, savings, comparing costs, and much more financial 

preparedness. Through project assignment and research, students will research colleges, become familiar with college 

courses, majors/minors, and even get into the college experiences. Students will lead and direct many of the topics, but 

financial literacy and awareness is the foundation of the course. 

 
Intro to Computers 
Grade: 10-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

This course is going to allow students to explore and practice skills in many computer applications, including Microsoft 

Office publications and GOOGLE. Through fun projects (that will allow for creativity/art), and mini teacher-led lesson, 

students will be on the computers practicing building 21st century technology skills. We will also look at starting a 

webpage/blog near the end of the year as a project which will allow students to explore their creative sides. Embedded 

within the computer skills, we will have a new weekly focus each week while working, such as online etiquette, voice, 

audience, punctuation, spellcheck, and more. With these, we will discuss the importance of those elements when posting 

or creating anything online. 
 
Basic Computers 
Grades: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

Students will learn skills necessary for computer use. The course provides students the opportunity to develop basic 

personal computer skills essential for success in a digital age. Students will gain hands-on experience learning how to 

utilize word processing skills through Microsoft Word, access internet resources and explore online learning 

opportunities, as well as develop their skills with typing. 

 

Current Events 
Grades: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

The goal of a current events course is for the student to become aware of the major issues of the day and to have an in 

depth understanding and appreciation of current events. The focus of the class will be issues that affect the student as a 

resident of the World, the U.S., NY, and St. Lawrence County. The class will follow daily news events and will be 

expected to understand the social, political and economic issues on a daily basis. The objectives of this course are: to 

make the connection between current events and history, to enhance the student’s understanding of world events, to 

encourage students to be informed citizens, and to allow students to research and explore current topics. This course is 

research and project based, with an ongoing project in the development of a school newspaper. 

 
Intro to Entrepreneurship 
Grades: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

How do you turn an idea into a business? Experience just that in this course! Entrepreneurship focuses on recognizing a 

business opportunity, starting a business, operating and maintaining a business. Students will be exposed to the 

development of critical thinking, problem solving, and innovation in this course as they will either be the business owner 

or individuals working in a competitive job market in the future. Students will be introduced to both the financial and 

human management skills necessary for the formation and survival of a new business. Students will identify with 

important issues with which the entrepreneur must grapple with such as new products, process innovation, process 

innovation, employee training and management, financing the enterprise, and assessment of the marketplace.  

 

Intro to Marketing 
Grades: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

Intro to Marketing addresses ways in which marketing satisfies consumer and business needs and wants for products and 

services. Students find out what it takes to market a product or service in today's fast-paced business environment. They 
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learn the fundamentals of marketing using real-world business examples. They learn about buyer behavior, marketing 

research principles, demand analysis, distribution, financing, pricing, and product management. This course focuses on 

developing skills and knowledge for future marketers, managers, and entrepreneurs. With a focus on today’s technology, 

students will apply marketing strategies best used today with real-world assignments and projects such as managing and 

marketing the school’s website using social media and other forms of marketing strategies. 

 
Leadership 
Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

This class will cultivate each student’s personal leadership style by integrating community service projects with pertinent 

social issues debates and the exploration of cultural pursuits to prompt individual growth and reflection. These efforts will 

improve student understanding and effectiveness in communication, group processes, executive skills, self-awareness and 

human relations. 

 

AGRICULTURE & TECHNOLOGY 

Energy 
Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

Our civilization continues to increase its dependence on energy.  Fossil fuels (oil, coal, natural gas) has been the staple for 

years but due to the increased emissions and global warming alternative sources of energy have been sought after in 

response to public demand. This course will look at fuel consumption, markets, costs/profits, efficiencies, resources 

available, government regulations, and renewable energies such as solar, wind, hydro, hydrogen, biomass, and geothermal 

systems. Maybe we can figure out what can we do as individuals do to make our world a cleaner place for future 

generations? 

 
Animal Care  
Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

This is a basic course on animals and how to care for them. This course will cover: Animal Science; Newborn to Adult; 

Digestive Systems; FFA Activities; Balancing Diets; Feeds; Handling Techniques. 

 
Electricity and Tractor Driving  
Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 unit 

This course teaches some basic skills for wiring a home and allows you to be a proficient tractor driver. Both of these 

skills will help with job placement. This course will cover: Electricity; Electricity Projects; Electrical Safety; Tractor 

Operation; Safety for Harvesting Forages. 

 

Horticulture   
Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

Much of the focus will be on greenhouse operation and managing flowerbeds around the school. This course will cover: 

Plant Identification; Plant Development; Pest Management; Seed/Disease/Insect/Weed Identification; Planning a 

Cropping Program; Soils; Weeds. 

 
Hobby Farm Management    
Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

Students will understand the business behind owning and operating a hobby farm. This course will cover: Animal 

Management; Financial and Operational Records; Farming Application; Record Keeping; Technical Information Systems; 

Risk Management; Nutrient Management; Land Management; Crop Identification. 

 
Forestry  
Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

Students will learn to manage a wood lot to the specific needs of the owner and learn how much a manager needs to 

know. This is a great course if you are thinking of pursuing a career in Forestry. This course will cover: Tree 

Identification; Forest Management; Orienteering/Map Reading; Transit/Level and Surveying; Snowshoe Making; Wildlife 

Species Identification. 

 
Agriculture Mechanics  
Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 
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Students will learn about tools and understand engine operation, engine repair, and diagnosis. This course will cover: 

Safety; Engine Operation; Tool Identification; Bearings; Taps & Dies; Inventory. 

 
Welding 
Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

Students will learn many types of welding that can be applied to specific welding jobs or just personal welding as a 

hobby. This class includes safety, torch welding, arc welding, tin making, copper soldering and PVC joints. 

 
Pre-Vet     
Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 unit 

Students will most likely decide if they want to pursue a career as a veterinarian or vet-technician after touching the many 

responsibilities required of someone in this position. This course will cover: Terminology; General Physical Exams; 

Animal Breeds; Animal Parts; Animal Restraint; Knots; Bandaging; Administering Medications; Suturing; Artificial 

Breeding; Digestive Systems; Veterinarian Visit; Situation; Dog Grooming. 

 

Aquaculture    
Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 unit 

Students will be able to successfully raise fish in a variety of systems for either home or commercial use. This course will 

cover: Fish Identification; Fish Raising Systems; Calculation of Condition Factor; Feed Calculation; Water Quality; 

Situation Analysis; Fish Handling; Tank Work; Projects. 

 
Woodworking  
Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

Students will be able to correctly operate tools and make a lot of projects that challenge you. This course will cover: 

Operation of several woodworking machines and hand tools; Joinery; Finishing; Projects; Shop Safety; Sharpening. 

 

ART 

Studio In Art   
Grade: 9-12  Credit: 1 Unit 

Students in Studio Art will participate in exploration of art history, different art media, and processes for the purpose of 

developing a basic understanding and appreciation of the visual arts. The goal of Studio Art is to explore various art media 

and to develop a familiarity with famous artists in history and society today. Students will participate in a variety of 

mediums, including but not limited to drawing, painting, sculpture, ceramics and printmaking, both individually and in 

group experiences. The final exam will consist of a portfolio presentation that shows growth from beginning of the school 

year and a short, written final exam Studio is a pre-requisite for any medium-specific elective class students may want to 

take in the future. 

 
Drawing & Painting 
Grade: 10-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

This is a one year course that will meet every other day. The primary focus in this course will be 2-D drawing and 

painting media, including but not limited to charcoal, pencil, oil pastels, pen & ink, marker, acrylic, watercolor and 

tempera paint. We will utilize traditional and contemporary techniques, as well as study the use of these media from 

ancient to modern times. The final exam will consist of a final drawing (subject chosen by the student) and a professional 

portfolio presentation. May be college credit through SUNY Potsdam. 

 

Photography I 
Grade: 10-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

This is a one year course that will meet every other day. The focus of this class will be to look at the photograph as a 

composition and a piece of art, rather than a snap shot. Students will be encouraged to think about the surroundings of 

their images as well as the content. We will learn about the history of photography, from the pinhole camera to the digital 

camera today. We will graduate to 35mm film where we develop our own black and white photographs in the dark room. 

The final exam will consist of a final photography series (subject chosen by the student) and a professional portfolio 

presentation. May be eligible for college credit through SUNY Potsdam. 

 
Fashion Design 
Grade: 10-12  Credit: .5 Unit 
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This is a one year course that will meet every other day. The focus of this course will be the design process used by 

professional fashion developers, all the way from inspiration to creation. Students will use the latest fashion trends and 

colors to design clothing and create it using various materials such as cloth and a sewing machine, duct tape, and 

recyclable materials. Aspects of fashion design that will be covered in this course are, but not limited to, clothing, shoes, 

hair, and jewelry. The final exam will consist of a complete fashion design created and modeled by the student.  

 
Ceramics 
Grades 10-12  Credits: .5 Units 

In this course, students will explore the three hand-building skills of pinch, coil and slab.  Students will create functional 

pieces of art, as well as sculptural art.  If time allows, students will receive an introduction to the pottery wheel at the end 

of the course as well. The final exam will consist of a final ceramic project of choice that incorporates the student’s 

strongest ceramic skills and shows growth from the beginning of the school year. May be eligible for college credit 

through SUNY Potsdam. 

 
Sculpture 
Grades 10-12  Credits: .5 Units 

In this course students will work with 3D art.  This class will encompass sculpture in many forms and materials (except 

ceramics).  Some projects will be individual projects that can be taken home whereas others will be group installations.  

This sculpture class will focus on found-art and recycling to create 3D art. Students may be required to purchase 

unconventional materials as needed during the school year. The final exam will consist of a culminating sculpture project 

chosen by the student that demonstrates growth from the beginning of the year. May be eligible for college credit through 

SUNY Potsdam. 

Printmaking 
Grades 10-12  Credits: .5 Units 

Students will explore various types of printmaking in this course, including stamping, intaglio, linoblocks, Gelli prints, 

and reduction printing.  Students will learn the basics of each type of printing process as well as historical and 

contemporary artists who use printmaking as their chosen medium.  The final exam will consist of a portfolio presentation 

(in a binder) of each printmaking technique learned and a final project consisting of a subject and printmaking 

technique(s) of choice.  May be eligible for college credit through SUNY Potsdam. 

Art History 
Grade: 10-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

This is a one year course that will meet every other day. The focus of this course is to study art in eastern civilizations, 

beginning from pre-history, through Ancient Egypt, Greece, Rome, China, and up through modern times. Each 

civilization that is studied will be accompanied by a historically accurate art project, meaning we will use the ancient 

techniques used by each culture to create our own art in class. The final exam will consist of a short research project on a 

historical topic of the student's choice. May be eligible for college credit through SUNY Potsdam. 

 
Advertising & Design 
Grades: 10-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

In this graphics design course, students will learn about how art affects the advertising world. In this course, students will 

learn about composition, craftsmanship and clarity through various projects. They will learn how to create effective 

marketing tools, such as logos and signage.  Students will design business cards, advertisements for businesses and school 

functions, and participate in design contests.  Projects will be done both by hand and digitally over the course of the 

school year. The final assessment will require students to reach out to a local business to design a new logo and business 

card. May be eligible for college credit through SUNY Potsdam. 

Cartooning 
Grades: 10-12  Credits: .5 Units 

The cartooning course will introduce students to the world of illustration and animation.  Students will participate in 

various types of cartooning, such as comics, political cartoons, caricatures, and greeting cards.  Time permitting, we will 

also explore the world of animation, including flip book animation and possibly digital animation. The final exam will 

consist of a short written analysis of a variety of cartoons as well as a final cartoon project. 

 
**Advanced Electives** 
Grades: 11-12  Credits: .5 Units – 1 Unit 
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**Any student in 11th & 12th grade may take an advanced elective.  In an advanced elective, the course is primarily 

student ran and it may take place during a level one art class.  The teacher will be there to offer advice and answer 

questions, but the project assignments and objectives will be chosen by the student. There are two requirements that must 

be fulfilled in order to take an advanced elective. (1) The student must have taken the first level of the course (i.e. 

Studio Art or Ceramics) and achieved a GPA of 85 or higher and (2) The student must have permission from Mrs. 

Impey, Mrs. Alford and Mrs. Sykes 

  

MUSIC 

High School Chorus  
Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

The chorus is a performing group. Music rehearsal and events are scheduled for the entire year. Music groups are concert-

performing groups as well as academic classes. Members are required to attend all performances and rehearsals and to be 

regular in classroom attendance. Only serious illness or special permission from the director will excuse the student from 

a performance. Academic scope and sequence for the year will include instruction and a final exam to determine 

proficiency in concert etiquette, vocal technique, music terms, music literacy, rhythmic values, music symbols and score 

analysis. Chorus meets every other day for one period for a full year for ½ credit. Students sing SATB from the choral 

repertoire. Chorus pieces selected represent a variety of historical and style periods, cultures and languages.  

 
High School Band   

Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

Concert Band is for all 9th through 12th graders who are currently studying a band instrument. It includes preparing music 

for concerts and other performances. A variety of styles and levels of difficulty are incorporated. All students who are in 

band in grade 9-11 will also receive a small group lesson. 

 

Piano 

Grade: 9-12  Credit .5 Unit 

This course will teach the basic skills involved in playing the piano. This course works with students on an individual 

basis and will build on any skill that the student already has. No prior experience is necessary. 

 

Jazz Ensemble 

Grade: 9-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

This course is designed as a supplemental ensemble to the Concert Band. This class will serve as an introduction to the 

rich history of jazz music. Through ensemble rehearsal, individual practice, and a variety of performance opportunities, 

the student will gain an understanding and appreciation for this great art form. Emphasis will be placed on not just 

performance technique, but also rudimentary improvisational skills, musicianship, and a sense of personal accountability. 

This ensemble is a skilled effort in which each student is expected to show technical and musical growth throughout this 

course. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH

 

High School Health 
Grade: 10  Credit: .5 Unit 

Students will learn about the physical, social and mental aspects of health and how they are all interrelated. Discussions 

about mental illness and suicide and the resources available to those in need will be discussed at length.  Students will 

become more aware of their eating habits, and learn how to improve their diets, as well as learn about the problems with 

fad diets and their effects on the body.  Eating disorders and their causes will also be included.  The family life cycle is 

covered and all students will learn about parenting through discussions. We also learn the effects of drugs and alcohol on 

the body as well as the toll that it takes on our maturing process.  HIV/AIDS and the modes of transmission, as well as the 

precautionary measures for avoidance are discussed also.  Guest speakers are also a part of this course and may include 

(but not be limited to) Planned Parenthood, CAVA, TATF, Tobacco Cessation, and Stop DWI.  Topics and discussions 

may at times be intense depending on the individuals in the class and the topic being discussed.  This course is generally 

taken by sophomores. 

 
9th PE     
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Grade: 9  Credit: .5 Unit 

Activities are done in 5 week blocks. At the conclusion of a unit there could be a skills and knowledge assessment. There 

are two 2.5 week blocks in the pool. Activities in the pool include, but not limited to, water polo, basketball, volleyball, 

aqua jogging and water aerobics. Usually one 2.5-week block is in the fall, and one in the spring. 

 
Life Guarding    
Grade: 10-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

This class teaches the knowledge and skills to prevent, recognize,  and respond to aquatic emergencies, and to provide 

care for cardiac and breathing emergencies, injuries and sudden illnesses. 

Course objectives: (included, but not limited to) Demonstrate effective surveillance including scanning, victim recognition 

and life guarding rotations. Explain the purpose and general procedures of an Emergency Action Plan (EAP) and show the 

ability to implement the EAP and perform a rescue. Demonstrate the skills needed to perform CPR, First Aid, and use an 

AED. Swimming proficiency test required. For more information, please go to the following link on our website: 

http://ekcs.schoolwires.net/Page/556 

This class is limited to 10 students.  Class will be filled in the following order: seniors, juniors then sophomores.  

Students must be 15 before the end of the class 

 
10-12 PE    
Grade: 10-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

Students will participate in activities which can be done for a lifetime. Activities may include volleyball, walking, 

jogging, aerobics, swimming, golf, snowshoeing, skiing and more. Students will also work from handouts or online 

assignments learning about setting up their personal fitness plan. 

 
Advanced Fitness 
Grade: 11-12  Credit: .5 Unit 

This course is for students who are interested in doing a workout each class. This course will cover interval training, 

cardio fitness, strength training and general fitness training. Students will be actively involved each day.
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